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By Josh Goldstein
Inquirer Staff Writer  

Rep. John Adler (D., N.J.) announced yesterday that he hopes to require the Department of
Veterans Affairs to report to Congress the quality of all the small programs in its hospitals and
other medical facilities.

  

The goal is to prevent a repeat of problems that plagued prostate cancer care at the
Philadelphia VA Medical Center as well as programs at other VA hospitals.

  

Adler's legislation focuses on three areas: small programs, where medical errors and poor care
are most likely to avoid detection; radiation safety; and contracts with private doctors and
hospitals.

  

"This bill will ensure that the Department of Veterans Affairs takes steps to increase oversight
and accountabilty of treatment programs like the failed brachytherapy program at the
Philadelphia VA," Adler said yesterday.

  

Under the bill - the Veterans' Health and Radiation Safety Act, or HR 4062 - the VA would
submit an annual report to Congress of all programs at its medical facilities that treat fewer than
100 patients a year.
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Adler believes that will prevent those smaller programs from escaping scrutiny as happened at
the Philadelphia VA, where the prostate brachytherapy program incorrectly dosed 98 of the 114
patients it treated with radioactive seed implants over six years.

  

Adler's bill also addresses two other criticisms raised by probes of the Philadelphia VA's
brachytherapy program.

  

First is that the doctors, medical physicists, and nurses involved did not report the substandard
treatments as required by federal regulations.

  

And second is that the Philadelphia VA's contract with the University of Pennsylvania
department of radiation oncology to run the program was repeatedly renewed without an
evaluation.

  

The bill would require weekly peer review of contracted services and written reports on
contractors' performance.

  

It would also require that any VA employee or contractors in jobs that involve the use of
radioactive material be trained in what is a reportable medical event.

  

The VA did not respond to comment requests on the bill.

  

Four local members of the House - Pennsylvania Democrats Bob Brady, Chaka Fattah, Allyson
Y. Schwartz, and Joe Sestak - and two other Democrats on the Veterans Affairs Committee
cosponsored the bill.
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